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°Adam and Hawa? had only one single son: Seth (Hebrew: Nw, 
Arabic: +—4 Shith meaning; “Placed; appointed”), the rest were all 
twins who intermarried. The spark that allowed the humans to return 
to the heavenly realm traveled in the line of Shith x’ who was the 
inheritor or executor (was7 or Wdsid ‘/w«\5 / v5) of °Adam x2. 
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Nuh? x 
°Adam , lived 930 years and died 216 years before 
the birth of Nth x. 
Shith <@ is °Adam’s *® only singular son (all the rest 
of his children were twins), and lived 912 years and 
knew Nuh x for 34 years before he died 
Methuselah or Salih x2 (e!L+); meaning Pious, is the 
Ath great grandson of Shith *@ and lived 969 years 
and knew °Adam x 243 years and knew Shith 
355 years. The year that Salih x died, the flood came. 
Lemech or Lama* (eY) (son of Methuselah or Salih), 
lived 777 years (died before his father). He is the 
father of Nth x and died 5 years before the flood. 
Nuh x lived 950 years. Methuselah/Salih <2 knew 
Nuh x for 600 years and died the year of the flood. 
He talked with his father, Lemech, Lama‘, 595 years. 
Sham or Sam (Hebrew: DW, Arabic: «.——~) was the 
believing son of Nuh x (and father of all Semites), 
lived 600 years and talked with Methuselah/Salih x% 
98 years. He lived after the flood 502 years. 
The prophet Hitid x (43), also called Abir, Eber or 
Heber (great-grandson of Sham/Sam and father of the 
Hebrews), lived 464 years and knew both Nth x 
and Sam. 
Terah, in the Qur°an is called Azar (Surah 6.74), (he 
is the great grandson 3 times removed of Eber or Hud 
x2), lived 205 years. He was 130 years old when 
*Tbrahim (e+!,-!) was born and talked both with Nth 
x4 and with Sham/Sam. 
“Ibrahim x (originally Abram son of Terah) lived 
175 years. °Ibrahim x knew Sham/Sam son of Noah 
for 150 years. Nth x died 2 years before °Ibrahim 
x was born. Hid x outlived °Ibrahim 3 by 4 years 
omoions 
a2= 


Nuh? 


a pe hi i. ace aoe oe 
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dburriyyata man hamalna ma‘a nuhin °innahu kana ‘abdan shakira 
“The seed of those whom We bore (in the Ark) with Nuh, 
He was indeed a grateful servant (of Ours.” 
(Suratu-l-Isra° 17:3) 
Islamic literature recounts that in the Generations of °Adam 3, the 
majority of men and women continued to follow the original teach- 
ings of °Adam 3, worshiping only Allah 3% alone and remaining 
true to the teachings. Among his x descendants there were many 
truly and deeply pious believers who were greatly loved and es- 
teemed by their communities. Exegesis goes on to narrate that, upon 
the death of these elders, people felt enormous grief and some felt 
prompted to make statues of these people in remembrance of them. 
Gradually after many generations many forgot the origin of the 
statues and began to worship them. In order to guide the people 
back to the Truth, Allah 3% raised up Nth x, who began preaching 
to his people both verbally and by example, and both inwardly 
(batin) and outwardly (dhahir) or secretly and openly though they 
continually rejected his teaching, as Allah 3% has him say, 
oe ee ees eae 
ate sos Yel Je 
*inni daSawtu qawmi laylan wa nahara 
“Surely I have called my people by night and by day.” 
(Sirah Nuh 71:5) 

Allah 3% describes that Nih x began his mission in response to the 
call from Allah 3%, (meaning in English) “Warn your people before 
there comes to them a painful torment.” He (Nth ><) said to them, 


“Oh my people, you should worship only Allah 3%. Be dutiful to 
Him, and obey me, and he told them, ; 


‘era SN] Sl ab 
ne co a -2 Sy ea . 
ya qawmi °inni lakum nadhirun mubin 


"O my people! Verily, I am but a plain warner to you.” 
(Strah Nuh 71:1) 
He then went on to tell his people that Allah 3% would forgive them 
for their mistakes of idolotary and would give them respite but only 
for an appointed term, for when the time limit of Allah 3% came, and 
it could not be delayed, if they only knew, He would destroy them. 


3c. 


Nuh? x 
Allah 3% goes on to tell that after suffering hardships and troubles 
in the way of preaching his mission for ages, Nuh >< finally reports 
to his Lord that although he had been trying to bring them to the 
right path his people had opposed him generation after generation. 


After this, the final report of Nuh x has been recorded in 71:21-24, 
in which he tells Allah 3%, “These people have rejected my call: 
they are blindly following their leaders who have devised a tre- 
mendous plot of deceit and cunning. Time now has come when 
these people should be deprived of every grace to accept guidance.” 


This was not an expression of impatience by Nuh x, but, after 
having preached his message under extremely trying circumstances 
for centuries he x had become utterly disappointed with his people 
and had come to the opinion that no chance whatever was left of 
their ever coming to the straight path. 


He praised Allah 3& consistently and urged his people to do the 
same, warning them of the ultimate punishment they would face if 
they did not mend their ignorant ways repeatedly telling them. 

Zt pete gee Pah be. We ay Tait Se 
lip SNE SESE] Bw Sd Deal de, 36 
ya qawmi “budu-llaha ma lakum min °ilahin ghayruhu 
*inni akhafu ‘alaykum “adhaba yawmin ‘adhim 
“O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other god but He. 

I fear for you the punishment of a dreadful day!” 
(Stratu-l-° Araf 7:59) 

Early on, a few were moved by his words but the powerful and 
wealthy members of the tribe refused altogether to hear his call. The 
unbelievers at the time were impelled to rebel by various evil 
motives. Firstly, they were extremely envious and jealous of men 
superior to them in any way. Secondly, the people were ignorant of 
the weak and lowly, who were frequently superior intellectually, 
morally and spiritually. As a result of their ignorance, they were 
arrogant and mocked all who they felt were inferior to them. When 
Nth x called them to Allah 3% they reviled him, abused the 
message and called the whole warning a lie. He then went on to 
explain the Message in greater depth, ensuring them that it was not 
a message of destruction but it was a message of mercy from Allah 
3, but that their acts would inevitably lead to their destruction if 
they did not submit and accept the Truth, making clear he asked no 
reward from them, telling them his only reward was from Allah 3%. 
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Niih? 3 
But the chiefs continued to hinder Nuh x in his mission by insti- 
gating doubts about Nuh x. They \ would say to the other people: 


pte ja SEaN ie soiiees MISMO 
SNS Neko NNG jh 
fa Rc dele a kafart min qawmihi ma hadha 
“alla basharun mithlukum yuridu ’an yatafaddala ‘alaykum 
wa low sha’allahu la°afizala mala°ikatam- 
ma sami‘na bi-hadha fii °aba°ina-l-°awwalin 
“He is no more than a man like yourselves. 
His wish is to assert superiority over you. 
If Allah had wished He could have sent down Angels. 
We never heard such a thing from among our ancestors of old.” 
(Stratu-]-Mu°minin 23:24) 
The chiefs would then turn in anger towards Nu x and challenge 
sar insistently and arrogantly: ; 


osola\ eS IbastetsbU ig se Btls tsk Ju Je 


qalii ya nuhu qad jadaltana fa-°aktharta jidalana 
fa°tina bima ta‘iduna in kufita mina-s-sadigqin 
They said, “Oh Nuh! Indeed you have disputed with us 
and you have prolonged the dispute: 
now bring upon us what you have threatened us with, 
if you are of the Truthful Ones.” 
(Sirah Hiid 11:32) 

Nuh x would then remind them that it was not in his hands but in 
the Power of Allah 3% to peu them for their.evil ways. 


So Negdocrlil we SSE UG 


qalaa ° innama ya°tikum bihi-lahu °in haa’ 
wa ma °afitum bi-mu‘jizin 
He said, “Truly Allah will bring it on you if He wills — 
and then, you will not be able to frustrate it.” 
(Sirah Hiid 11:33) 
But all his warnings, his good advice and counsel continued to fall 
on deaf ears — indeed every generation was worse that the previous. 


Except for a very few who had followed his guidance, most people 
continued to worship the idols who were only their ancestors carved 
in stone with different names as attested in the following verse: 
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Nuh° 


LBS ABL AGEN alah SEL OM Il 


wa qali 1a tadharunna °aalihatakum 
wa la tadharunna waddan wa 14 suwa‘an 
wa 1a yaghitha wa ya‘tiga wa nasra 
“And they have said (to each other) 
‘Do not abandon your gods: 
abandon neither Wadd nor Suwa‘, nor Yaguth nor Ya‘uq, nor Nasr.” 
(Stirah Nuh 71:23) 

Nth x re-doubled his : efforts but all to no avail I crying out, 


ed tosa sh i J 
*inni da°awtu qawmi laylan wa nahara 
“Surely I have called my people by night and by day.” 
(Strah Nth 71:5) 
continuing, “But my call only (increases their) flight (from the True 
Path). Every time I have called to them, that You may forgive them, 
they have thrust their fingers into their ears, covered themselves up 
with their garments, grown obstinate and given themselves up to 
arrogance. So, I have called to them aloud: further I have spoken to 
them in public and secretly in private.” (Sirah Nth 71:6-9) 


As time passed, Nth x became ever firmer in his call. When the 
unbelievers began insulting those, mainly from the poor, who 
accepted the message, believing that Nuh x would in turn send 
those faithful away to attract the wealthy unbelievers, Nth 
revealed that it was they — the arrogant and ignorant rich — who 
were the wicked and sinful ones. The people then accused him of 
being a fortune teller or a magician. Nuh x declared that he was by 
no means a fortune-teller, pretending to reveal secrets which are not 
worth revealing and also denied accusations claiming he was an 
angel, continuing to maintain that he was but a human messenger. 

When the people refused to acknowledge in any way their faults, 
Nuh x told them that it was not he, but that it was Allah 3% that 
would inevitably punish them — however He pleased and chose. 

Nuh x told Allah 3% that he had conveyed the message both in 
public places and with individuals in private and had told the people 
the rewards they would receive if they became righteous, namely 
that Allah 3% would supply plentiful rain as a blessing, and that 
Allah 3% would also guarantee them an increase in sons and wealth. 
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Nuh? x 


Finally one day, Nth x received a direct revelation from Allah 3%, 
in which he was told that no one new would believe the message 
now aside from those who had already submitted to Allah 3&. 


The frustration of Nih : at the defiance of his people finally led 
him to ask re ae not to rors even one sinner pee part 


wa qala bane rib 1a tadhar “ala-l-°ardi mina- -l-ka‘rina dayyara 


And Nih said, “Lord, do not leave a single disbeliever on earth!” 
(Stirah Nth 71:26) 


= Ke 
Thereupon, Allah 3% decreed that a terrible flood would cover the 
earth and He ordered Nth x to build an Ark which would save him 
and the believers from this dreadful calamity. 


This led to further derision among his people as Nuh x, ever 
obedient to the instructions of Allah 3%, went out in search of 
material with which to build a ship in a land-locked valley. 


Some Muslim exegetes relate that, in the land where Nuh 3 lived, 
vegetation was scarce and so he had to plant trees and wait for them 
to grow before beginning work on the Ark. When Nih x began 
building the ship called the Ark, the people who saw him at work 
laughed at him even more than before. Their conclusion was that he 
was surely a madman — they could not find any other reason why a 
man would build a huge boat where no sea or river was nearby. 
Although Nth x was now very old, the aged patriarch continued to 
work tirelessly until the Ark was finished, , o 
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fa°awhayna *ilayhi °ani °isna‘i-l-fulka bi-°a°yunina wa wahyina 
fa°idha jaa°aa °amruna wa fara -t-tanntru 
fa°s-luk fiha min kullin zawjayni ithnayni 
wa ahlaka *illa man sabaqa “alayhi-l-qawlu minhum 
wa 1a tukhatibni °-l-ladhina dhalamuit °innahum mughraqitin 
“Construct the Ark within Our sight and under Our guidance. 
Then when Our command comes, 
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Nuh? x 
and the fountains of the earth gush forth, 

take on board pairs of every kind, male and female, and your people 

except those against whom the Word has already been issued: 

and do not beseech Me on behalf of those who are unjust; 
for surely they shall be drowned (in the flood).” — 
(Stratu-l-Mu’minin 23:27) 

The flood waters began to rise. Believers who had so far suffered at 
the hands of the chiefs and idol worshippers found themselves safe 
on the Ark. They offered their prayers and prostrations to Allah 3 
as thanksgiving for the Mercy He had granted them. The unbelie- 
vers who had ignored the guidance of Allah 3% were in a grievous 
state. The heavy downpour of rain, the strong winds, the deafening 
thunder and the blinding lightning created confusion in their minds 
and fear in their hearts. They ran in every direction in search for 
safety. They climbed the roof-tops and the trees but nothing could 
save them now as the waters rose higher and higher. All was lost. 


The Ark with all aboard was sailing safely on the waters and when 
Nth x saw amongst the unbelievers one of hus sons who was 
desperately trying to save himself from the flood, Nuh 3 called out: 


Jdleg eae a 
S38 SNES BU) cee sults ey 
oe aU esa NUaghet ted lee Jb 


wa hiya tajri bi-him fi mawjin n ka-l-jibali 
wa nada nuhunu ibnahu wa kana fi ma‘zilin 
ya bunayya °irkab ma‘ana wa 1a takun ma‘a-|-kafirin ¢ 
qala saaawi ‘ila jabalin ya°simuni mina-l-mahi 

qala 1a “asima-l-yawma min °’amri-llahi °1114 man rahima 

wa hala baynahuma-l-mawyju fakana mina-l-mughraqin 

‘O my son! embark with us and be not with the unbelievers’. 
The son replied: ‘I will betake myself to some mountain, 
it will save me from the flood’. 

Nuh said: “Today nothing can save you from what Allah has decreed, 
for only those on whom He has Mercy will be saved’. 
And the waves came between them 
and the son was among the drowned ones.” 

(Sirah Htid 11:42-43) 
= 8:— 
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Nuh’ 
Allah 3% eran 


AW ag allt die al lt 
Sot eos AL as 
Cll SNS O55 


wa qila ya ardu *ibla‘i ma°aki wa ya sama°u 
°aqli®i wa ghida-l-ma°u 
wa qudiya-l-amru wa-stawat ‘ala-l-jiidiyyi 
wa qila bu‘dan li-l-qawmi-db-dhalimin 
A voice cried out, Earth, swallow up your waters. 
Oh sky, cease your rain. 
The waters receded. —The command was fulfilled. 
The Ark came to rest on Mount Judi. 
It was said, Away with the wrong-doing people. 
(Strah Hid 11:44) 
omotone 
Unlike the story found in the Bible, Allah 3% does not specifically 
say in the Qur°an that the entire world was submerged in water. 
According to Muslim exegetes only certain parts of the world were 
submerged under water, one of them being the region of Nuh x8 and 
his people. Also the exegetes relate a differing story than Christian 
sources regarding the animals carried in the Ark. According to 
Muslim exegetes the Ark of Nuh x was a flat watercraft made of 
logs, tied together with ropes, the flood was local and the animals 
Allah 3% alluded to were the domesticated animals of Nth x. 


There is much speculation from many quarters about the nature of 
the ship, it size, how many animals were on board, etc. The scholar, 
ar-Razi says, “Know that I do not like going into these details be- 
cause there is really no need of benefit in knowing them. Shaykh 
Muhammad al-Jamal, writing about this, says, “No one knows the 
reality of this ship and we should not speculate concerning the 
details, but, rather, we should concern ourselves with the meaning 
of the story and its morals and its deeper implications. 

In the context of meaning I would like to remind the reader of the 
saying of Abu Dharrr (¢54#1! 5 s/) g who, while holding on to the 
door of the Ka°bah, said that once he had heard the Prophet #& say, 
“My family among you are like the Ark of Nuh x. Who sails on it 
will be safe, but who holds back from it will perish.” (Ahmad) 
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Nuh? 
ome 
Now, bearing all of this in mind and, given that we have in these 
first few pages simply related the basic common received, mainly 
“Islamic, narrative of the story of Nth x with Qur°’anic sources 
noted, I would like to concentrate in the time that is left on other 
dimensions of what is a well-known story with reference to current 
affairs espeically in the light of looming world climate change. 


First of all I would say that it is instructive that the response of the 
rich and those in power to climate change is roughly cognate with 
the way that Nuth’s x message was received by the notables and 
chiefs of his time. 


ak Gc 


wa yasna‘u-l-fulka wa kullama marra ‘alayhi mala°um-min qawmihi 
sakhirt minhu gala °in taskhart minna 
fa-°inna naskharu minkum kama taskhartin 
As he was building the ark, 
whenever the chiefs of his people passed by him, 
they would ridicule him. 
He said, ‘If you ridicule us [today], 


we shall ridicule you [tomorrow] just as you ridicule us [now].” 
(Sirah Htid 11:38 


x =e i 

A scientific consensus on climate change exists, as recognized by 
national academies of science and other authoritative bodies. The 
conclusions are that the average temperature of Earth's atmosphere 
and oceans have risen since the late 19th century and this rise is 
projected to continue. Since the early 20th century, Earth's average 
surface temperature has increased by about 0.8 °C (1.4 °F), with 
about two thirds of the increase occurring since 1980. Warming of 
the climate system is unequivocal, and scientists are more than 90% 
certain that most of it is caused by increasing concentrations of 
greenhouse gases produced by human activities such as 
deforestation and the burning of fossil fuels. 

Despite objections from some individual scientists, studies such as 
surveys of climatologists and reviews of abstracts from scientific 
journals have found little controversy over these conclusions within 
the scientific community. 
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Nuh? x 


Nevertheless 59% of Americans believe there is “significant dis- 
agreement” among scientists on the issue.The opinion gap between 
scientists and the public in 2009 stands at 84% to 49% that global 
temperatures are increasing because of human-activity. 


Some of the most determined opponents of action on climate 
change in the U.S. are those motivated by an ideological commit- 
ment to minimal government and "free market" laissez-faire 
capitalism. Their efforts on behalf of unregulated corporate wealth 
and individual power have been funded heavily by patrons in the 
fossil fuel industry. While ExxonMobil has drawn much attention 
for its patronage of global warming denialist activity by such 
groups, much less public attention has been paid to the activities of 
the multibillionaire brothers, Charles and David Koch, owners of 
Koch Industries. Koch Industries is the second largest private 
company in the U.S., with estimated 2008 revenues of $100 billion. 
Started originally as a petroleum business, Koch Industries has, with 
time, become a diversified enterprise that funds large-scale lobbying 
and a range of activist groups that play a significant role in the 


global warming denial machine. 
=o Ke 


If these are not the chiefs and notables of present day soicety, the 
1% as opposed to the 99%, who are, and these are just the chiefs 
and notables in the United States, a country, by the way, that 
accounts for only 5% of the global pouplation whilst consuming 
28% of the world resources on the back of the military-industrial- 
scientifc/educational complex that, with its massive spending bud- 
get, now accounts for just under half of the world’s military 
spending at 41% of the world total which is more than the 15 next 
countries with the highest spending who all together account for over 
81% of the world total. 


What this means is that if you have only 5% of the world’s pop- 
ulation and you want to consume over 25% of the world’s resources 
you have to have a military machine willing to kill or enslave other 
human beings to get what you want. 


And the 15 other countries including Russia, China, the UK, France, 

Australia, Canada, India etc., albeit on a smaller scale, all involved 

in carrying out similar policies as can be seen, for instance, in the 

Indian policies undertaken aginst the poor indigenous people of 

Karnataka, Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Andra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar, 

Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal not to mention Kashmir. 
= [T= 


Nuh? x 
Policies aimed at extacting the mineral wealth of those areas — 
policies no different than those carried out by the United States in 
the Middle East and West Africa in its relentless pursuit of oil, or 
by, China in Central Africa or Russia in Central Asia in pursuit of 
other natural resources at the expense of indigenous peoples on 
behalf of the 15+ more wealthy industrialised countries. 


This may hardly seem cognate at first hearing with the situation that 
prevailed between Nth 3 and the chiefs and notables of his time in 
that his message was a more spiritual or religious one, but the, 
mainly secular scientists and their supporters, none the less, are try- 
ing to draw the attention of the various governments and their 
“notables and chiefs” to a world wide problem that, no less than the 
flood of Nth +, is likely to affect the majority of the world’s 
poulation with climate change, desertification, flood and famine on 
a very wide scale having profound implications for all of our futures. 


In this context Allah 3% speaks about the “Dini-l-Haqq”, in, 
perhaps, contradistinction to the aur 1-*Islam, < 


tly Eb Lo aan 
abudly 5 deel 


huwa-l-ladhi Sica rastilahu bi-I-huda wa oa |. hagas 
li-yudbhirahu ‘ala-d-dini kullihi wa kafa bi-llahi shahida 


It is He Who has sent His Messenger with Guidance 
and the Religion of Truth, 
(dini-l-haqq [gal | Ss) 
to proclaim it over all religion: 
and enough is Allah for a Witness. 
(Stratu-l-Fath 48:27) 
We may be surprised how this Message will be spread to the people. 


It is said that when al-Mahdi x comes with this Dini-l-Haqq many 
Muslims will not believe him and indeed will reject him. The trad- 
itions state that al-Mahdi x needs 313 followers who are not only 
sincere and faithful, but also possess knowledge and wisdom. He x2 
will also have need of another 40,000 faithful followers who will 
fill the secondary positions needed to spread the message. For this 
reason is up to us to educate our communities; first starting with 
ourselves in order to purify our hearts, avoid sin and to acquire 
more knowledge and wisdom, and then thru concentration on our 
schools, communities and our countries to the extent of our abilities. 
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Nuh? x 

It is important to understand that al-Mahdi x will manifest as soon 
as people are ready for him even though people throughout history 
are never really ready as they killed their prophets, and the poor 
sincere teachers who followed them one after another. However 
Allah 3% continued to send Prophets 3g until He finally sent the 
Prophet Muhammad g& who brought the last message at the time 
when humanity reached a certain level of spiritual maturity and 
religous sophistication (listen to my talks on the flat world vs. the 
spherical world and the importance of the spiral of time), and thus 
Allah 3% provided them with the most complete and final religion. 


piShitysaysliel eal 
“ByALN Sa 


al-yawma °akmaltu jam dinakum wa °atmamtu ‘alaykum ni°mati 
wa raditu lakumu-l-°islama dinnafi 
“This day have I perfected your religion for you, 
completed My favor upon you, 
and have chosen for you °Islam as your religion.” 
(Stratu-]-Ma°ida 5:3) 

After that there was no need to send a new message, for the 
Nubuwwa (és!) or Wahiy (.—+s) or Revelation was complete and 
fulfilled. However as the door of the Nubuwwa closed a new door 
opened which was the door of Walaya (1225) which was necessary 
for the explanation of the Message contained in the Qur°4n in order 
that people might understand not only what it meant but how it was 
to be applied beginning with the Sunnah of the Prophet >. 
In as much as the Prophet Mthammad :% terminated the cycle of 
prophecy (nubiiwa /’;—~—) at the same time he opened the cycle of 
initiation (walayah/%5) or spiritual authority. 
For this reason Guides and Teachers were appointed beginning with 
Sayidina “Ali x and then those who, generation after generation, 
took from him preserved and explained the message for people. 


dil gill JOA Cys YI cul) Jao gal Y. Lol sks ala disse LI 
°ana madinatu-l-°ilm wa “ali babuha: 
1a °ahada yudkhila-l-bayt °illa min khilalu-l-bawabah 
I am the city of knowledge and “Alli is its gate. 
One does not enter the house except through its gate: 
(at-Tirmidhi and al-Hakim) 
= 3- 


Nuh? x 


qala an-nabi, salallahu ‘alayhi wa salam: 
man kanat mawlahi fa-‘ali mawlahu 
The Messenger 4 said 
“Whose Mawla I am “Ali is his Mawla” 


(at-Tirmidht and Nasa’T narrated the tradition 
and it is supported by numerous chains of transmission.) 
(Albani says in Silsilatu-l-ahdadithi-s-sahthah (4:331 #1750) 
“ts chain of authorities is sahth according to the conditions of Bukhari & Muslim” 
=e 
Mawila is an Arabic word (y+) which has two meanings. In Islamic 
literature it is prominently used with the meaning of “protector” as 
well as “Master”. Historically, the word mawld has been interpreted 
to mean either master, protector or supporter; wali, wilayah, 
°awliya® are its supporting synonyms. A mawla usually means the 
one who has more authority over believers than they have on 
themselves. It can also mean a much more elevated person, a 
“master”, “lord”, or “guardian”. (n.b. also the word: mawlana, 
meaning “our lord” or “our master’) “Wali” (—1s) is a word which 
empowers or gives authority/guardianship to a person, community, 
or country that is under the direction and rules on behalf of another. 


A “Walt” (1s) therefore is someone who has “Walayah” (authority 
or guardianship/*——¥ 5) over somebody else. For example, in fiqh, a 
father is the wali of his children. The word Wali holds a special 
importance in Islamic spiritual life where it is used with various 
meanings which relate to its different functions, including: “next of 
kin, ally, friend, helper, guardian, patron or saint’. In °Islam, the 
phrase waliyu-l-lah (1! £15) can be used to denote one vested with 
the ‘authority of Allah se’ or the ‘friend of Allah 3’. 

In a hadith from Zayd ibn °Arqam g» quoted in at-Tabari : “It was a 
very hot morning when the Prophet #& stopped at the pond of 
Ghadir on his way back from the Farewell Pilgrimage. He 
ordered a platform to be built from camel saddles and after hearing 
the call for prayer, we gathered and he #&% gave a strong sermon. 

He said: “Allah has revealed to me: ‘Oh Messenger! Deliver what 
has been sent down to you from your Lord; and if you don’t do it, 
you will have not delivered His message.’ Jibril x has informed me 
of my Lord’s command to stand up in this place and announce to all 
men, white and black that ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib is my brother, my 
vice-gerent, my successor and the leader (°Imam) after me.” 
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“T asked Jibril to ask my Lord for exemption knowing that there are 
only a few who are truly pious but there are many who molest and 
criticize me for being so close and dedicated to ‘Ali, calling me ‘one 
who believes everything he hears’ — Allah 3& says about that: ‘And 
they say: He is one who believes everything that he hears; say: A 
hearer of good for you.’ If I wished I could name them and point 
them out, but I will be kind to them and won’t. Allah g& will not 
settle for less than the announcement of “Ali’s leadership. So, let it 
be known to you oh people that Allah 3% has placed him as your 
wali and as an °Imam (leader) and made obeying him incumbent 
upon everyone; his ruling is effective and his word is decisive. 
Cursed shall be the ones who disobey him, and the mercy of Allah 
3 shall be upon the ones who are true to him. Listen and obey him. 
“Allah 3% knows everything and I taught him everything Allah 2% 
taught me. So, hold on to him and do not reject him for by Allah he 
is the one who guides to the right way and acts according to it. 


“Allah 3% will not forgive the one who rejects him and will defi- 
nitely punish the one who rejects him with an awful punishment, for 
he is the best human after me as long as there is life on this earth. 
Cursed is the one who disobeys him. I am conveying to you what 
was definitely told me through Jibril x and “Let every soul con- 
sider what it has forwarded for the morrow’. 


“He then lifted ‘Ali up until his legs were at the same level as the 
knee of the Prophet #% and said: ‘Oh people, this is my brother, the 
retainer of my knowledge and my successor upon the believers and 
upon the interpretation of the Qur°an. [In another narration: ‘Oh 
Allah! Love those who love him, and be hostile to those who are 
hostile to him; curse those who renounce him; be against those who 
deny him his right.’ ] 

“Iblis (Shaytan) caused °Adam x8 to leave the Garden, despite him 
being the best, because of envy. So, do not envy him lest you make 
a mistake and your deeds become vain while you do not perceive 
the Truth. 


“Tt is in regards to “Ali that Siiratu-l-‘Asr was revealed. Oh people! 
Believe in Allah and His Messenger, and in the Light which He sent 
down with him before We alter faces then turn them on their backs, 
or curse them as We cursed the violators of the Sabbath. The Light 
from Allah is in me, then it is in “Ali, then it is in those who come 
after him down to al-Mahdi, the Qa°im. 
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“Oh people! There will be after me leaders inviting to the Fire; and 
on the Day of Judgment they shall find no help. Allah 3% and I have 
nothing to do with them; they and their followers are in the lowest 
depths of the Fire. ‘At that time Allah 3% shall settle your affairs; 
you two armies.’ “The flames of fire and smoke will be sent on you 
two, and then you will not be able to defend yourselves.’” 

= Ke 
Perhaps the reader/listener may wonder why I have seemingly di- 
gressed into the subject of Walayat, the circumstances surronding 
the sermon at al-Ghadir, and, ultimately, the leadership of “Ali 2. 


Earlier on I made mention of this hadith. 

Boe [pie AlAS Grog Lai ES, Gye «cgi dindes be aS fins a fhe GI Yi 

“My family among you are like the Ark of Nuh x. Who sails on it 
will be safe, but who holds back from it will perish.” (Ahmad) 

After the Prophet #% died the nascent Muslim community (?(ummah) 
took the decision that they would themselves chart the course of the 
community and through and by various means ‘elected” or ‘decla- 
red’ first Abu Bakr g, then ‘Umar ¢ and Uthman ¢ to be the 
rightful or, perhaps, necessary, leaders of the community - a 
situation which lasted for some 23 years. 

During this time ‘Ali x served the °ummah in many capacities, as 
attested by this saying of ‘Umar 2 , 


ae elle cle Ys! 
“Were it not for Ali, ‘Umar would have been doomed.” 
and 
Cosel sol Gl ual ULdaal ude Y 
“May I not live for day in which a religious problems exists 
to which ‘Ali has not the answer.” 


In the years after the death of the Prophet g%, ‘Ali »@ selflessly and 
actively worked for the community. People in general knew that 
“Alt x was the man to seek, that he was the man to learn from, that 
he was the one with a clear answer to every problem. People knew 
that °Ali ¥@ was not the Khalifa, but that he was the °Imam, as such 
the central religious and spiritual figure, so people actively sought 
his guidance like bees going after a flower and he >, in turn, gave 
of his fountain of knowledge with unbounded generosity, and the 
more he gave the more people, from near and far, seemed to want. 
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“Ali x was an encyclopedia of °Islam and it was this encyclopedia 
that people treasured most. The information and guidance was given 
always freely and for free, without cost and for the asking, and was 
highly appreciated by members of the community. 


In, and over, time a school of learning, headed by Imam “Ali x as 
the central figure, without bylaws or constitution, arose in Madinah, 
especially in the masjid, which represented a very important 
development in the Muslim °ummah, and one which is barely 
understood by the present day community, Sunni or Shi‘ah. 


And this is what I am concerned to clarify for the reader/listener so 
they might understand that not only did that “school” come into 
being in the historical past but that same “school” continues in 
operation to the present day. 


This school began when ‘Ali x began tutoring his children and 
those of his extended family and companions at home. Both al- 
Hasan x and al-Husayn 3%, as well as Ibn Abbas ¢ were active 
participants, and so were other family members. ‘Ali x taught 
them Qur’an, its Tafsir, and Hadith. as well as the °ahkam which 
included the rules and regulations of the various aspects of °*Islamic 
duties, such as acts of worship, personal relationship, personal 
behavior, etc. The environment in his home buzzed with religious 
activity. His was widely regarded as being the best school of °Islam. 
As more people became aware of it, it in turn led to numerous group 
discussions (halakah and sohbet) being held which were popularly 
attended by many people, both neighbors and people who often came 
from a great distance to partake as they could and, very importantly, 
returned to their own communities with the teachings they received. 


We, who are People of Tasawwuf, believe that this school of “Ali 
%& 1s the origin of what is popularly know as Sufism and that, in 
fact, this School extends in time through the hands of those known 
as Shuyukh, Murshids or Pirs — being the direct heirs of those who 
were trained by ‘Ali x and sent out to teach the Truth (hagqiqah). 
Whilst what they teach is common to most °Islamic teaching, there 
is also one subject which is not widely or commonly understood 
which is the preparation of the way for al-Mahdi x8 («1+—I), The 
Rightly Guided one who was directly mentioned by the Prophet 3%. 
“The world will not end until the Arabs are ruled by a man from 
my family whose name is the same as mine and whose father’s 
name is the same as my father’s.” (Sunan Abi Dawid 11: 370) 
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The Messenger #% also said: “The Mahdi is of my lineage, with a 
high forehead and a long, thin, curved nose. He will fill the earth 
with fairness and justice as it was filled with oppression and 
injustice, and he will rule for seven years. (Mustadrak al-Hakim, 4: 
557-558 who said: “this is a hadith whose °isnad is sahih, although 
it was not reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim. al-Dhahabi agreed 
with him, and al-Albani said: “This is a sahth sanad, and its men are 
thigdat (trustworthy), Silsilat al-Ahadith as-Sahthah,”) 

Umm Salama & said: “His (al-Mahdi's x) aim is to establish a 
system from which all superstitious faiths have been eliminated. In 
the same way that students enter °Isl4m, so unbelievers will come to 
believe. (Vizier Mustafa, Emergence of Islam, p. 171) and she said 
further, “When the Mahdi appears, Allah will cause such power of 
vision and hearing to be manifested in believers that the Mahdi will 
call to the whole world from where he is, with no postman involved, 
and they will hear and even see him.” (Muntakab al-Adbhar, p. 483). 
al-Mahdi x will also explain to the people of different religious 
systems the truth of their particular scripture and traditions. This is 
in direct ak to Wie meaning of the Dinu-l-Haqq referred to in: 


Spd) Seqeelst Los 


wa dini- I ie li-yudbhirahu “ala- d-dini kullihi 
and the Religion of Truth will manifest over all religion: 
(Stiratu-l-Fath 48:27) 
Just as Jews are waiting for the Messiah, Christians are waiting for 
Jesus, and Muslims are waiting for both the Mahdi and Jesus. so too 
do Buddhists await Maitreya and the Hindoos are waiting for Kalki 
and the Zoroastrians are waiting for the appearence of Saoshyant. In 
our time they all differ but al-Mahdi x will explain to them the 
universal truth behind all their ways in keeping with Allah 3, saying 


Spee oi ae 


wa li-kulli °ummatin rastun 
And for every Ummah (a community), there is a Messenger; 
gin) Yunus 10:47) 


Vin oa bsily 


wa laqada ba‘athnaa fi kulli °ummatin rasilan 


and We have raised up a Messenger from every Community. 
(Stratu-n-Nahl 16:36) 
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So my point in speaking of all of this is try to make clear that the 
times we are living in are in many ways cognate to the time of Nuh 
x. A time when all types of ideologies have been tested and proven 
to be wanting. A time when people are beginning to understand that 
they do not have any more solutions in the bag. For instance, look at 
communism, which came into practice in Russia 100 years ago. 
Many people of the world at that time thought that this would be the 
way of life to guarantee the prosperity of all. But to their surprise, it 
totally failed from without — and from within. Some people still 
think that global mercantile capitalism may likewise solve their 
problems completely but this system is also about to crash, because 
the whole system is based on interest (7riba/L45), which has led to the 
to the point that the people of the USA have the heaviest debt 
burden in the world. America is, in fact, bankrupt and it is only the 
need of the Chinese to maintain social stability that keeps them 
from calling in the debt of the Americans. Studies even show that in 
fact the people of the industrialised world will never be able to pay 
their debt in full as with Greece, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Ireland etc. 


Or more to the point, perhaps, look at what is happening to the 
environment as a direct result of the greed of the few and the 
weakness of the many. 


The Chinese are buying up huge tracts of land in central Africa, 
fencing it, putting in airstrips and flying out the food grown by 
indentured labor back to China, whilst at the same time in Africa, if 
current trends of soil degradation continue, the continent might only 
be able to feed just 25% of its population by 2025, according to 
UNU’s Ghana-based Institute for Natural Resources in Africa. 


In West Africa the Niger Delta covers 20,000 km2 within wetlands 
of 70,000 km2, formed primarily by sediment deposition. It is home 
to some 20 million people from 40 different ethnic groups. Its 
floodplain makes up 7.5% of Nigeria's total land mass and is the 
third-largest drainage basin in Africa. Its ecosystem contains one of 
the highest concentrations of biodiversity on the planet. In addition 
to supporting a vast range of flora and fauna, there is arable terrain 
that can sustain a wide variety of crops, tropical forests and more 
species of freshwater fish than any other ecosystem in West Africa 


Unfortunately for the Niger Delta, oil was discovered in the region. 
Since drilling began in 1976 there has been a lack of concern by the 
Government or the oil operators to exert any control of the environ- 
mental problems and the environement has been degraded. 
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This region could experience a loss of 40% of its inhabitable terrain 
in the next thirty years as a result of extensive dam construction in 
the region. The carelessness of the oil industry has also precipitated 
a situation, which can perhaps be best encapsulated by a 1983 report 
issued by the NNPC, long before popular unrest surfaced: 

“We witnessed the slow poisoning of the waters of this country 
and the destruction of vegetation and agricultural land by oil spills 
which occur during petroleum operations. But since the inception of 
the oil industry in Nigeria, more than twenty-five years ago, there 
has been no concerned and effective effort on the part of the 
government, let alone the oil operators, to control environmental 
problems associated with the industry.” 

Oil spillage has a major impact on the ecosystem into which it is 
released and may constitute ecocide. Immense tracts of the man- 
grove forests, which are especially susceptible to oil (mainly 
because it is stored in the soil and re-released annually during 
inundations), have been destroyed. An estimated 5 to 10% of the 
Nigerian mangrove ecosystems have been wiped out either by set- 
tlement or oil. The rainforest which previously occupied some 7,400 
km? of land has almost totally disappeared as well. 

Spills in populated areas often spread out over a wide area, 
destroying crops and aquacultures through contamination of the 
groundwater and soils. The consumption of dissolved oxygen by 
bacteria feeding on the spilled hydrocarbons also contributes to the 
death of fish. In agricultural communities a year’s supply of food can 
be destroyed at once. Because of the careless nature of oil operations 
in the Delta, the environment is growing increasingly uninhabitable. 
The indegenous people living in the affected areas complain about 
health issues including breathing problems and skin lesions; many 
have lost basic human rights such as health, access to food, clean 
water, and an ability to work. 

Or take a look at the tar sands development in Alberta, Canada, “‘the 
largest and most environmentally destructive endeavor of all time,” 
which has already devastated an area the size of England and Wales. 


Or Hungary where a recent wave of red toxic sludge — a mixture of 

water and mining waste containing heavy metals — burst from a 

reservoir at a plant flooding four square kilometers, directly 

affecting 7,000 people and forcing about 800 people to evacuate 

seven villages and towns. There have been further fears that the 

waste is leaking into the Danube River and spreading down stream. 
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Dr. Tamas Fabiny, who is involved with the cleanup of this disaster, 
said, “What happened is not an ecological catastrophe caused by 
unbridled powers of nature, but a catastrophe caused by negligence 
and exploitation stemming from human greed,” 


At the same time China, along with Japan and Korea and the 
industrialized nations of the the West, is literally sucking the Middle 
East, West Africa and the Caribbean dry of oil and gas, not to men- 
tion the minerals and rare earths that are being mined wholesale 
everywhere throughout the world with little thought for the 
environment. At the same time the forests of the world are 
disappearing at an alarming rate, again with little or no thought for 
the environment. With the loss of phytoplankton due to warming 
oceans and the demise of the tropical rain forests, two of the main 
carbon dioxide sinks for reducing global warming, we face a 
runaway positive feedback effect which could cause tropical deserts 
to cover most of the tropics, along with the disappearance of the 
polar ice caps, posing a serious challenge to global civilization. 


It would take someone in total denial, which it would appear 
includes most of the governments and politicians in the richest 
countries in the world, not to see what is happening in terms of 
record floods, rising sea levels, huge rain storms, record snow falls, 
smog filled skies — all as a result of greed and mistaken ‘utility’. 


There is a saying popular in the ecolgical movement, “There is a 

sufficiency in the world for man’s need but not for man's greed.” 
=o Ke 

And all that I have referred to above mainly relates to economic and 

ecological loses and sickness. 


People also suffer from other types of spiritual, moral and ethical 
illness such as corruption, lust, rapacity and a general lack of spirit- 
uality, etc. The present world system is subject to crash sooner or 
later, one way or another with disastrous consequences for all. 

Now the time is for initiative and action but what action?. 
Unfortunately the majority of people are reluctant to take any 
initiative or carry out any action which they perceive will limit in 
any way their present economic station from top to bottom except 
amongst perhaps the most desperate of peoples and even then. 
Everywhere we can see that the people are in abject denial even 
when the climate scientists tell them that a rise of even 2° C. spells 
the end of what we now call life, and is likely in 20 to 30 years. 
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Additionally as the system begins to crash the people of the world 
will almost inevitably undergo much heavier afflictions: famine, 


world-wide wars, mass destructions by satanic powers (such as 
Dajjal and Sufyani’) are not difficult to foresee in a near future. 


When this begins to take place on a broad scale, and when people 
become further disillusioned with any type of “ism” (way of life, 
ideology, theology, religion), and when they begin to stretch out their 
hands for help, then people will begin to reach the point of readiness. 


The reason I seek to draw your attention to all of this in this bayan 
on Sayidina Nuh 3 is to try to make clear that essentially we are all 
living now in his time in our time. 


And for the same reason, but from a different perspective, I also 
spoke earlier in what might have semed to be an extraneous manner 
about Ahlul-Bayt, perhaps causing listeners/readers to wonder why 
I brought that up in a bayan on Sayidina Nth xx. 

Let me quote this hadith again: 


“My family among you are like the Ark of Nuh x. Who sails on it 
will be safe, but who holds back from it will perish.” (Ahmad) 


I believe that in this period of time which will see, as I said, world- 
wide change on both the ecological and economic fronts as well as, 
quite possibly, even heavier afflictions by the way of economic and 
territorial wars coupled, quite possibly, with the well known signs 
of the times or hour (‘alamdtu-s-sG‘ah/+<ud! ol) featuring mass 
destructions by satanic powers. In these times those whose hands 
are stretched out for help and ready for that help must of necessity 
search out the way of getting on board the ship of safety (safinatu- 
n-naj@?/-\a+ll sisi) and set sail with the People of the House to the 
same safety that Sayidina Nth offered the people of his time. 


1. The Sufyani (Arabic: 4.411), is an apocryphal character of Islamic 
eschatology. The Sufyani will emerge before the Mahdi from the 
depths of Damascus. The term “Sufyani” is a term referring to his 
descent from the progeny of Abu Sufyan. He will be one of many 
Muslim tyrants that the Mahdi will have to face in the Middle East. 
The Sufyani is not the Dajjal. The Ahadith regarding the Sufyani 
specify that he is a tyrant who will spread corruption and mischief on 
the earth before the Mahdi. He will be such a tyrant that he will kill 
the children and rip out the bellies of women. The Sufyani will 
murder those from the household of the Prophet and will rule over 
Syria. — Look around. Does this footnote not seem timely? 
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Let me make it clear that I here I am not speaking about any form of 
Shi‘ism — or, indeed, any brand of Sunnism, such as Ahl-e-Sunnah 
wa Jama‘, for that matter. 


What I am talking about is making haste to seek out, no matter how 
far or whereever you may have to go, those Members of the Family, 
or those of their Nasab Ruhi, who are captaining — in whatever 
temporary autonmous zone they might exist — ships of safety. 


These, like the Ark of Nth 3, will be the only place where you can 
survive what is coming, and make no mistake it is coming. 


Look for the captains, seek them out, do whatever research you may 
have to do but find them and go to them and stay with them, listen 
carefully to what thay say, obey them and make ready your self. 


For surely as danger and destruction are on the way so is al-Mahdi x. 
=o kes 
The Coming of al-Mahdi 


A phimthe | SS gn BS Fee val 
I SEGA ody Ui esebesl leads 
Arle eelsiily Ly andpail Lisa sV 


ya ayyuha-l-ladhina °A4mani mafiy-yartadda mifkum ‘an dinihi 
fa-sawfa ya°ti-l-lahu bi-qawmifiy-yuhibbuhum wa yuhibbinahu 
°adhillatin °ala-l-mu°minina a‘izzatin ‘ala-l-kafirina 
yujahidiina fi sabili-l-lahi wa 14 yakhafiina lawmata 14°imin 
dhalika fadlu-l-lahi yu°tthi mafiy-yasha°u wa-l-lahu wasi‘un Salim 
Oh you who believe! If you ever abandon your faith, 
Allah will in time bring forth (instead of you) 
— people whom he loves and who love Him — 
humble towards the believers, strong towards all who deny truth: 
[people] who strive hard in the cause of Allah, 
and do not fear to be censured by anyone who might censure them. 
Such is the favor of Allah, which He grants unto whom He wills. 
And Allah is infinite — all-knowing. 
(Stratu-]1-Ma°idah 5:54) 
It is sad to hear sometimes that some find in the story of al-Mahdi 
3 an excuse and justification for inaction, taking the fatalistic view 
that we cannot, and even should not, do anything about the situation 
of greed and corruption until al-Mahdi x makes himself known. 
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On the contrary, the story of al-Mahdi > is one that encourages the 
believers to work for the unity of all Muslims and the peace and 


justice of °Islam, as the believer knows that one day the whole world 
will be enlightened by the light of °Islam and falsehood shall vanish. 


A note of caution here; one must undertake this work at and in the 
hands of those who have license (’izaja) and permission (°idlin) to 
carry out this call. si oe _ ee 


wa da‘iyan me Hlahi bi- Heike wa “aan munira 
and call to Allah with His Permission as a lamp spreading light 
(Stratu-l-Ahzab 33:46) 

“Any *idhin is a blessing from The Divine. There is no true sift 
master without *°idhbin. It is the sole property of sufi masters and is 
dispensed through them and by them only. There is no unlimited 
*idhin except by the knowledge of the Sole Owner thereof. By that I 
mean that it has been an extremely rare moment in history that two 
owners of unlimited °idhin have existed side by side without one of 
then having received it by the grace of the other. By definition, all 
*idhin other than unlimited °idbin is limited. This is not to imply a 
diminution of quality or sufficiency for the occasion. No, quite the 
contrary, °idhin is, by its very nature, more than sufficient for its 
owner and the people who drink from him (his community). It is 
possible for there to be more than one owner of unlimited °idbin in 
any age, but there will always be one source, recognized by the 
others as having a degree of superiority. From this view, unlimited 
*idhin is available to us all, but the reality is that we are only given 
what is needed, due to the limitations of our potential to carry more 
than that.” (“Alt Ansari in Esoterics of the Sufi Way) 


So beware of acting on your own but, rather, be sure your hand is in 
the hand of the one whose hand is under the hand of the Source if 
you would be successful in this work. Further we advise that the 
heart of the caller be receptive to the hidden °imam who dwells 
within those whose hearts have been cleansed of the garbage and 
corruption of this world. This in accord with Hadith Qudsi, 


eo Gla! egies cul veal ORTHE sg 
tte estas Aus eal Segall OB SSI 
“Neither My heavens nor My earth contain i 
but the heart of My true believer contains Me” 
=O 
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Addendum 


As usual I thought I had finished as twenty-four pages takes up just 
about an hour of talking, which is the usual program length for our 
Sunday talks and sohbet but on the last page I mentioned, almost in 
passing, the hidden °imam and I thought that, if not the listener, 
then the reader should get a little more than a passing reference. 


So. 


First off I would like to make clear that in speaking or referencing 
the hidden °imam I am not talking here about al-Mahdi x himself 
which is why you will not notice the glyph x (peace be upon him) 
after the mention, though one could use it, but it might be con- 
sidered our of place, ill-suited or just plain presumptuous. 


Though in view of the Hadith Qudsi I just mentioned it is really not 
presumptuous at all nor out of place. 


What I am talking or, rather, writing about is the hidden °imam that 
dwells within the heart of the purified seeker of Truth. 


The eleventh °imam x was asked, “How can a worshipper (“abd/ 
slave/servant/s<) not seeing his Lord worship the Lord?” He replied 
in writing, ‘My Master and my Lord; He whose benefits have 
honored my ancestors and myself, is too transcedent to be seen.’ I 
wrote in reply, And the Prophet #%. Has he seen the Lord?” He 
replied, again in writing, “Allah 3% — may He be glorified and ex- 
ulted — has made visible to the heart of His Messenger what He 
wanted to show of His Majesty.” 


And one of the Khawarij asked Abu Ja‘far al-Baqir x, “Oh Abu 
Ja‘far what do you worship?” “[I worship] Allah Most High.” And, 
“Have you seen Him?” “He cannot be seen with the eyes but hearts 
can see Him through the realities of fiath; Allah cannot be known 
by analogy or apprehended by the senses or compared to humans. 
He is described by signs, recognised by indices [al/t: indicators].” 


This vision of the heart is presented not only as a possible, but 
necessary, constitution and one of the indespensible conditions of 
true °iman (faith). A scholar once asked ‘Ali , “Oh prince of 
believers! Do you see the Lord when you devote your self to 
worship?” He 3 replied, “Beware! I would not worship a deity that 
I could not see.” The scholar replied, “How then do you see Him?” 
to which ‘Ali @ replied, “Beware! The eyes cannot see Him with a 
glance; it is rather the hearts that see Him through the realites 
(haqqiqah) of faith.” moto 
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Here I would urge the reader to acquaint his or her self with three 
books, The Divine Guide in early Shi’ism or The Sources of Eso- 
tereicism in °Islam and The Spritituality of Shi Islam both by M. 
A. Amir-Moezzi and specifically the Chapter II-3. Excursus: 
“Vision With the Heart’ in the first mentioned and A Conribution on 
the Typology of Encounters with the Hidden ’Imam as well as The 
Shaykhiyya Hermeneutics of the Occultation in the second. Add- 
itionally I would driect the reader to the work of Henri Corbin and 
specifically to The Man of Light in Iranian Sufism. 


I certainly do not propose to try to sum up what is contained in 
these volumes but I would say to anyone seeking to know more, or 
better, understand more about the question of the “Hidden °Imam’ 
that they could do no better than to carefully read the above material. 


The problem or question that all seekers face is the question of 
“authority”. When the Prophet #% was alive one could simply ask 
him a question and one would receive an answer that was unques- 
tionably true. The problem that arose after his #% death is, “where or 
to whom can a Muslim go to get an answer to one’s question(s) that 
is unimpeachably and unquestionably true and correct?” 


For a Sunni Muslim the best that they can do is to enquire from a 
muttaqi ‘alim or fagih — a person who in essence you might say is, 
or qualifies (without being perjorative) as, a pious law clerk. 

For a Shi°i Muslim — after the occultation of the last °Imam, an 
event that occurred in 874, and given the time that elapsed to 943 
and the withdrawal of his last deputy — now more than a thousand 
years ago — a sincerce Shi‘a is more or less in the same position as a 
sincere Sunni, in that they are left to find answers to their questions 
from learned and, hopefully, pious law clerks of one form or another. 


In either case you must resort to those who are, after all, simply 
custodians of a literal-legal ex-post-facto prophetic dispensation 
largely codified some 300 years after the death of the Prophet #&. 


Interestingly enough both the Sunnis and Shi‘ah are not unlike the 
Roman Catholics in claiming that their sources are inerrant or 
infallible (ma ‘siim/as—.—»—) — in the first case based on the hadith, 
“Surely Allah will not make my Community agree on error, and the 
hand of Allah is with the largest Congregation.” Tirmidhi said: 
“And the meaning of “jama‘a” according to the people of 
knowledge is: the people of jurisprudence, learning, and hadith.” 
Tirmidht #2256, Cairo ed. ‘Aridat al-ahwadhi (11:9) 
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And in the case of the Shi‘ah the belief is that all the twelve Imams 
22 are infallible and inerrant and fully receive from Allah 3% what 
is related to the guidance of human beings, comprehend it perfectly, 
fulfill it properly and convey it to others. 


But in the end Shi‘ah are faced with the same problem as Sunnis in 
that the last °Imam has gone into occulsion meaning he is not 
directly available to give guidance to the community (or are the 
Khulifah Rashiditin) and so, in the end, both communities must rely 
on pious law clerks for guidance and pious scholars are not inerrant 
and certainly are not thought to be either by Sunnis or by Shi°ah. 


So where then can true guidance come from? 


We, as People of Tasawwuf (454) or (popularly) Suifis, believe that 
our teachers (shayukh, pirs, murshids) are the proponents of a living 
and loving life-giving insight into prophecy rather than being 
custodians of a literal-legal ex-post facto prophecy. Moreover we 
both believe and see that it is through these insights, and the 
methodology that propels them, that people are guided to the Truth. 


We also understand that there are various teachers who are the di- 
rect receptors of the teachings of the inititator of the school of 
walaya, © Ali x, who learned what he knew, as the gate to the city 
of knowledge, directly from the Prophet #% and that this knowldege 
has been passed down generation after generation in a clear disci- 
plined manner to documented and recorded teachers who faithfully 
transmit the true teachings of the Prophet &% and his Inheritor »&. 


When we look to both the Way of the Sunnis and that of Shi‘ah we 
see two systems that have literally reached dead ends and if that 
seems like a very harsh statement I ask you, as I have so many times 
before, to take a good look at what’s going down — and if you want 
an example I give you the example of “Id al-Adha 1433 in Syria 
where erstwhile Shi‘ah and Sunnis battled it out killing each other 
on a day with is supposed to be a day — ‘Id — of recurring happiness. 
ome 

We Sifis see visually how the system really works when we go into 
one of our zawiyyas and we see on the wall the silsilah or document 
of transmission of our particular shaykh. 

Starting with Allah 3% and going to Jibril 3 and then the Prophet #% 
and then “Ali x and then either al-Hasan x or al-Husayn x or 
Hasan al-Basri g& and from those three into braches and sub 
braches and stems and twigs down to our own shaykh in the present. 
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Nuh? 
We know what “Ali *2 was doing during those twenty three years 
when the Khulifah Rashidiin & were setting in place a government 
that devolved into a kingship and inevitably into the almost uni- 
versal corrupt rule of thugs. and gangsters ¢ ACTOSS. the Muslim world. 


La dcalé x MALESI> pa 
5 es MDZ535I \alisell Jess 


°inna-l-mulika °idba dakhali Rae °afsadtiha 
wa ja‘alii °a‘izzata °ahliha °adhillatafw-wa kadhalika yaf*altin 
When kings enter a country, they cause destruction and corruption, 
and abase the most noble ones. This is what they really do. 
(Siratu-l-Naml 27:32) 
It was in those years that ©Ali x, instead of concentrating on 
political rule founded our school which, until the present, is not at 
all concerned with ruling others but, rather, in learning and teaching 
how to rule our own selves and crucial to that is the purification of 
the heart for it is that heart of which Allah 3% has said, “Nothing 
contains me but the heart of the believer.” 
We care neither for the dynasties of blood lines nor the dynasties of 
politics, thuggery, corruption, machination and manipulation. 


We believe that when you, through Grace and the application of the 
teachings, finally enter the heart that is purified there you will “see” 
both Allah 3% and come under the direction of the true Guide, 
which is the? Imam x hidden in the heart that Allah x alone rules. 


This is the secret of all the true poor, sincere, and righteous teachers 
who have been blessed to be the true warith of the Rastl #% — the 
ali-l-° amr and the “Uli é al-bab — that Allah 3% ordered us to obey. 


Sa Sioa abla abl AL pallalt 


ya °ayyuha-l-ladhina °aamanu 
°ati°u-l-laha wa °ati°tu-r-rasila wa °uli-l-°amri mifikum 
oh you who have come to belief, obey Allah 
and obey the Messenger and those in authority among you. 
(Stirat-u-Nisaa° 4:59) 
And it is those who have arrived at the pure heart, which in accord 
with His Words is the container of Allah 3% and the seat of the 
leader who is not longer awaited because, in Truth, he is Arrived 
and dwells within us, who are truly those in Authority and Allah 3& 


alone knows the Truth. wa ’llahu ‘alim 
o—aes 
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